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Taylor Welcomes Class of 2020

What to know about the freshman and transfer student demographics
The annual shift in Taylor’s demographics will begin today as 525 new faces arrive on campus, bringing their
social background, academic achievements and varying interests with them.

Student Home Residency

The Echo welcomes a brand new
section—Local & Indiana! Page 3

Dorm sweet dorm
Get a fresh peek at life inside
each residence hall. Page 4

Film wins big
over summer
Film students win multiple awards
during festivals this summer. Page 6

Flourishing
friendships

Indiana
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Friends shine flashlights
into our lives. Page 7

Men’s tennis prepares for
their season. Page 8
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Percentage of students whose family members have attended TU
Freshman- 29.32%
Transfer- 27.45%
Total incoming students legacy- 29.14%
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Freshman Enrollment by Major (Top 5 Majors)
1. Elementary Education- 35 (7.38%)

4. Psychology- 26 (5.48%)

2. Biology- 32 (6.75%)

5. Engineering- 22 (4.64%)

3. Exercise Science- 32 (6.75%)

6. Computer Science- 22 (4.64%)
Information compiled by Annabelle Blair and Katherine Yeager
Graphic illustrated by Derek Bender
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O Group Orientation
Understanding the process
and people behind the scenes
Annabelle Blair
News Co-Editor

Photograph by Hope Jackson

Putting the “O” in community, one group at a time.

Seventy-two returning students came
to Taylor a week before the first day of
class to plan, pray and believe in incoming students in whose shoes they
once stood.
For the next seven weeks, Orientation group (O-group) leaders and cabinet members will lead their freshmen
in bonding activities, sit in on first
year experience class and showcase
Taylor’s community-minded mission.
In addition, O-group leaders and cabinet members attend a one-hour class,
which offers support in organization
and navigation of interpersonal situations. Cabinet members are employed
as TAs for first year experience, but
O-group leaders remain volunteers.
Cabinet member and junior Marguerite Riggenbach said it made her
day to see one of her former students
from an O-group she led during summer orientation walking around Taylor at the beginning of fall semester;

at that moment she realized he’d
made the decision to come to Taylor,
and she saw the impact of the orientation program on his life. “Orientation
leaders encompass the heart of the
coming of each new school year,” said
Riggenbach. “They walk with freshmen through their first seven weeks
of college and leave a lasting impact.”
Sophomore Taylor Daily anticipates
not only making deep connections
with the Green O-group she co-leads
but also joining their learning experience. “I chose to be an O-group leader because when I was a freshman I
came to Taylor not knowing anyone
and my O-group helped me feel like I
belonged at Taylor too,” she said.
As a student athlete, sophomore
Brandon George regrets not being able to invest more time in his
O-group last year. “The most meaningful thing about O-group was how it
introduced me to people I might not
have met on campus—and of course
a mentor to ask direction from.”
According to Shawnda Freer, director of first year experience and
associate professor of student Development, O-groups are not chosen

based on students’ personalities or
presumed abilities to connect with
each other but on class schedules. If
a freshman’s class schedule changes due to adding or dropping classes, their O-group may change as well.
The most substantial change between O groups this year and last
year is the extension of Community
Plunge from a freshman event to a
push towards engagement with the
entire student body. “The goal is to restore our vision of making community plunge and all-campus service day
and to avoid conflict with schedules,”
Freer said.
Freer and her team changed community plunge to Monday, when
classes haven’t started, instead of
Thursday in hopes that the entire
campus will be active in serving the
surrounding communities.
According to Freer, there will be
sign up sheets to volunteer at community plunge in the DC. “I hope the
upperclassmen see this too and join
us,” she said.
echo@taylor.edu

John Cavanagh
“Recently, Campus Pastor Jonathon Cavanagh has had 2 Peter 1:5-11 (NIV) weighing on his heart. He used the passage to pray
over this year’s incoming students: “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith, goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make
every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble and you will receive a rich
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

DA and PA:
more than
acronyms
New and returning DAs and
PAs share their thoughts on
residence life leadership
Katherine Yeager
News Co-Editor

As returning students move back on
campus, they greet their DAs and
PAs with smiles and summer stories.
Incoming freshman and transfer
students, still learning campus acronyms, hear “district attorney” and
“public address” and are thrown into
waves of confusion.
To define Personnel Assistant (PA)
and Discipleship Assistant (DA) is to
uncover the backbone of residence
life and the heart of each PA and DA.
Each one approaches this year from
a different background but a united focus.
“I loved my experience as a DA,
though like most learning experiences, it did not always come easily,” said
junior Andrew Hoff. “I didn’t expect
to grow in the ways that I did—everyone experiences the role differently. I learned to better listen and
question and express emotion, and
it is apparent that God used and uses
the role greatly.”
Hoff, the Second East Wengatz
(2EZ) DA during the 2015–2016 academic year, now transitions into his
role as wing PA. After training for both

roles, Hoff cited regular and productive communication between the
two positions as vital for development in the roles and in leadership
throughout the year. The word “success,” he said, is gray when working
with people. After completing one
year in residence life leadership, Hoff
sees the importance of leading well
rather than defining success by concrete standards.
“I’m extremely ambitious and excited for this year,” Hoff said. “I know at
the end of the year I’ll look back, and
it won’t be exactly what I’m currently expecting, but I’m even more excited to see those unexpected hardships
and successes that always accompany a role like PA.”
Junior Caleb Grubb begins his second year as PA in a new residence hall.
As a sophomore, Grubb was the PA on
Fourth Gerig (FOSO). This year, he is
a PA on First Breuniger. Grubb states
that being a PA is a hard but rewarding task of service. “I’ve found some
of my deepest friendships, sometimes on accident, by being in the
role,” Grubb said. He is looking forward to his second year, hoping to
serve as Christ would with a new
group of men.
On Third Center Olson (3CO), junior Katherine Fritzeen embraces
her role as a PA, after most recently
serving as a leader of TWO’s Global

Photograph by Naomi Page

DA Sam Carlson (left) and PA Janie Ellingson (right), both sophomores, are excited to welcome women to Second Gerig.

Outreach Cabinet. Living on Third
Center for the past two years, Fritzeen
is thrilled to lead the wing alongside
good friends.
She is excited to work with her coPA, Hannah Sisson, and 3CO’s DA,
Lauren Baird, to pray, plan and prepare for wing life throughout the year.
“Hannah, Lauren and I are anticipating a really fun year,” Fritzeen said.
“We’ve been praying for humble and
gentle spirits for the women on the
wing as we walk alongside one another and bear one another’s burdens.”
Fritzeen is looking forward to
talking with wing members about
their ideas for pick-a-dates and wing
events, implementing them and creating an enjoyable space for everyone. She has also enjoyed decorating
the wing and imagining all the women moving in and admiring their
new home.
“Our hope for this year is that we
can all grow closer together as a wing
but ultimately spur each other closer in relationship to God,” Fritzeen
said. “I am so excited, and honestly

honored, to lead the wing in that.”
This year’s DA staff is just as excited.
Sophomore Hannah-Kate Fox begins
her first year as DA of Third Gerig. Fox
began preparing for her role before
leaving campus for summer break,
meeting with her former DA and the
DAs on the other two floors of Gerig
to hear their thoughts and advice. As
she begins the year, Fox has already
planned events and floor fellowships
while also continuing to grow in her
own relationship with God.
Fox sees her role as developing and
sharing the joy and pains of life with
the individuals on the floor in a special way, ultimately pointing them to
Jesus.
“It is so powerful and raw to hurt
with and hold those who are hurting
and to celebrate with those who are
rejoicing,” Fox said. “It’s something
we’re all supposed to be doing and is
especially relevant as a DA.”
Sophomore Ellie Perkins also begins her first year as DA for Third
Bergwall. Perkins’ goal as DA is to
both be discipled and disciple others

Photograph by Naomi Page

DAs and PAs put many long hours
into decorating their floors/wings.

as everyone grows in their relationship with Christ. She is excited to be
mentored by Bergwall’s graduate assistant, help facilitate small groups
and create safe spaces for the girls on
her floor to be open and vulnerable.
“Our college years are some of the
best and most unique of our lives,
but with that comes hurt, loss, grief,
fear and a plethora of other emotions,” Perkins said. “I hope, through
God’s grace, to provide a ministry of
presence on my floor, where we can
simply sit together to encourage one
another and spur one another on in
our faith.”
As residence life training ends and
halls fill up with familiar and new faces, the 2016–17 PA and DA staff is eager
to serve and lead in a Christ-centered
and encouraging way.
echo@tayloredu

“My first impression of Indiana as I left
the airport was that the weather was
cooler than Asia."

LOCAL & INDIANA/FEATURES

Colliding cultures

TheEchoNews.com

New year,

new section

A letter from the editor
Anna Oelerich

Local & Indiana Editor

Dear Echo Reader,
Welcome to campus, and welcome to the first Local & Indiana article of the year! If you're a
first-time Taylor student, you're
in good company—this portion
of the newspaper is just as new as
you are. Thus, I wanted to introduce my “beat” (as journalists call
it) right off the bat so you can get
acquainted with this new section.
But first, a little bit of history.

STAY SAFE
Signing up for TU text alerts—
and staying safe—is simple.
• Visit the myTaylor Student
Portal.
• Go to the Miscellaneous folder
under the Student Quick Links list.
• Select TU Alert Signup.
• Enter your first name, last
name, cell phone number and/or
email address.

During my first two years at Taylor, I spent most free nights driving around for the sole purpose of
driving around. I felt I had fully
exhausted the glories of Taylor's
campus and wanted to see what
lay beyond its limits. Some had assured me Grant County was just
an oasis of corn, punctuated every now and then by a fast-food
restaurant that had surely only
sprung up to accommodate hungry college kids. Anything beyond Wal-Mart or IHOP was no
man's land.
And yet, I drove until streetlights
and the way back home were nowhere to be seen. I drove past crumbling houses, dingy discount stores

Imagine it’s your first day back at Taylor, and you end up spending much of
it in the basement. That's what happened to many students and staff on
Wednesday afternoon when a storm
that spawned a lethal tornado in Kokomo headed toward the Taylor campus.
The storm, which had wind speeds up
to 165 miles per hour, compelled everyone to take shelter as sirens blared and
clouds formed overhead.

Junior Clara Loisch was in the
basement of her Kokomo home as
the storm passed over her house,
leaving little damage outdoors.
Meanwhile, her sister Emma took
cover on Kokomo’s Ivy Tech campus.
“(The tornado) actually passed right
by the building and blew in windows, smashed cars and tore off
part of the roof,” said Clara Loisch.
“Thankfully, no one was hurt.”
Other structures in Kokomo were
unable to withstand the vortex. A
flattened Starbucks, surrounded
by untouched structures, was one
of the first images students saw online. Fortunately, reports of damage to area apartments, barns and

FRIDAY
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One of us is cuddly and loves food; the other one is a cat statue.

In that spirit, I invite you to learn
something new about your home
away from home. Let it change
you. And when your wing makes
its first Love's run, convince your

of touchdown
Local & Indiana Editor

Photograph provided by Google Images

and fences falling in on themselves.
It became clear that even though I
lived only a few minutes from these
communities, I was completely unaware that they existed.
But even in what appeared to be
a county wracked by poverty, the
Lord opened my eyes to a beauty
and sense of dignity. I even passed
a cheery Garfield on my way to the
ER at Marion General Hospital because the Lord has a sense of humor.
There's more to Grant County than
first meets the eye!
At Taylor, we talk so often of community: how we can achieve it on
campus and perpetuate it once we
graduate. Yet I believe that while
we're here, our community extends
beyond the borders of our university
and even the few places “downtown”
that we frequent.
My hope for this section is to
share the stories of our “extended
family,” specifically in Grant County:
the good, the bad and everything in
between. My staff and I are thrilled
to showcase the people, places and
things that set our county apart.

The worst kind
Taylor students take shelter
as tornadoes rip through
Grant and Howard counties
Anna Oelerich
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homes did not include deaths or
major injuries.
Back in Upland, Taylor students
and staff were told to remain below ground, as weather reports announced one tornado warning after
another. Students who had previously signed up for TUAlert received texts informing them of the
tornado's path; others relied on online weather reports and texts from
concerned parents.
While mainstream media outlets
can bring peace of mind to those
seeking shelter, Campus Police
Chief Jeff Wallace and his team encourage students to rely primarily
on the TUAlert system. “We're given

driver to take the long way back
to your dorm. It'll be infinitely
more rewarding than taking 69;
I promise.
echo@taylor.edu
reports that are often more specific to the campus, in addition to national alerts,” Wallace said.
Once they were notified of Wednesday’s severe weather, Campus Police
began contacting faculty, staff and
student leaders who are part of a tornado policy phone tree. From there,
Campus Police risked their own safety to check every building to make
sure people had taken cover. They
even checked athletic fields and outdoor areas for anyone without access
to weather updates.
Text alerts are meant to be a student’s main outlet for severe weather updates, but if the alerts aren't
frequent or specific enough, even
experienced students can get confused as to the threat level. “We
want to be able to notify the entire
campus (of future severe storms),
sending out a community alert
when it happens and when it ends,”
Wallace said. This will help curb
misunderstandings about when students and faculty are able to return
to their activities.
echo@taylor.edu

Colliding cultures
International education
brings new insight
Brianna Kudisch
Features Editor

Traveling to college sometimes means
a long drive or even a flight for incoming students. However, for freshman
music education major Christina Kim,
it meant a two-day journey involving a
ferry ride, two flights and more time in
the car than it takes to get to a sprawling metropolitan from Taylor.
Kim, an international student
originally from South Korea, recently graduated from an international
Christian boarding school in Malaysia. With missionary parents working
in Indonesia, Kim’s definition of home
stretched among multiple countries
in Southeast Asia. With her arrival in
Upland this August, Kim will have one
more place to call home.
Initially drawn to Taylor after her
brother, junior Shawn Kim, had a
positive experience, Kim wanted to
follow in his footsteps and come to
Taylor primarily for the university’s
reputation for an engaging, intentional community.
“Hearing many things about typical college lives, I realized that people
here are different.” Kim said. “There
are many godly, friendly, and wonderful people in Taylor.”
Kim considered other Christian
colleges such as Azusa Pacific University and Gordon College, but ultimately landed on Taylor because she
felt called to go here, citing that it was
the perfect fit for her.
Kim knew and studied under a Taylor alumnus before her brother even
went to school here; her Bible teacher,

Susan Allen, an American who teaches in Malaysia, attended Taylor.
Despite many prospective students’ reluctance to come to a school
surrounded by seemingly endless
cornfields, Kim embraced the rural environment and was excited at
the prospect of growing closer to
other students because of Taylor’s
remoteness.
“I think (the seclusion) makes
Taylor amazing because people can
spend more time together and invest in each other's lives,” Kim said.
“My first impression of Indiana as I
left the airport was that the weather
was cooler than Asia. Indiana’s summer weather is perfect compared
to Malaysia.”
She hopes to grow spiritually, academically and socially on Taylor’s
campus, especially through combining her musical abilities and experiences as an international student.
Kim has firsthand experience with
the emotional impact of leaving behind familiar places, so she plans to
help future international students settle in at Taylor. She also aims to build
lasting relationships with friends and
professors.
Kim’s position as a freshman international student enables her to gain
a new perspective, allowing an open
space for diverse stories.
Kim emphasized her trust in God
allowed her to find peace on this
campus despite the long physical
and emotional journey she took to
get here.
“Trust in God, and he will provide
you with more than you can imagine
and take you (to) places you could not
think of,” Kim advised. “And be willing
to surrender to the Lord.”
echo@taylor.edu

Freshmen Christina Kim embraces Taylor culture with arms wide open.

Photograph provided by Christina Kim
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DORM

DORM

Wengatz Hall

“Wengatz is a warm (in more ways than
one. . . shout out to no A/C) and inviting
hall. Doors are regularly left open, creating
a shared space that encourages deepening
relationships and making new friends. The
long, straight hallways also make every room
feel like an equal part of the community—it’s
hard to go unnoticed.” (Josh Craton Wengatz
Hall Director)
“Last semester, our room was concealed,
so people weren’t encouraged to come in.
I’m a PA and Jonathan (his roommate) is
the tennis captain, so we wanted our room
to be inviting.” (Davis Weerheim – senior)

Photograph by Elyse Horb

Getting to know your new home
LeighAnn Wolle

Life & Times Co-Editor

English Hall

“English is unique because of the suite-style rooms. The living area feels like
a really welcoming place for people from your own wing, other wings and even
other dorms to come and spend time. It’s also a great place to do homework
and watch movies with other women on the wing.” (Tori Guilford – junior)
“I love how I can be sitting in the suite and someone will join me and I have
a study partner or someone to talk to. I love the homey atmosphere. I love how
one suite is having a party and the next is full of people studying.” (Hannah Boy
– senior)

Photograph by Elyse Horb

“We want our room to be welcoming with
lots of places to sit.”
(Katie Tupper and Sarah Wenger – sophomores)

Les Gerig Hall

“My favorite thing about Gerig is the suite setup. The suite setup gives
a very good place for homework, community and fun. Many of my most
cherished memories of Taylor have taken place in a Gerig suite. I feel
loved and accepted in Gerig. There is a pretty wide variety of people, and
I feel like it is easy to be myself. It quickly became a home to me.” (Alyssa
Henrikson – junior)

Breuninger Hall
“I am a senior so my freshman year was
when Breu first opened. That year, a ton of
freshmen lived in Breu. I actually lived in another dorm but met some of the awesome
freshmen in Breu my first year. They were very
welcoming and fun and I loved the depth of
relationship they shared. So, after I studied
abroad the fall of my sophomore year, I moved
to Breu in the spring!” (Sarah Smith – senior)
“With our setup we tried to make
a lot of space for people, so I love
that our home feels open and as inviting as a little dorm can feel.”
(Sarah Davis – junior)
Photograph by Elyse Horb

Samuel Morris Hall
“I really enjoy living in Sammy because the community that I share with
others is so diverse and beautiful. It really is a place where we wrestle with
hard issues and come together to build one another up. The community
doesn’t take itself too seriously.” Connor Scott – sophomore

Bergwall Hall
“Bergwall often gets the stereotype of the
athletic dorm that’s pampered with their own
bathroom and connection to the DC, but more
than that we are a family. Bergwall is full of
diverse student groups from internationals
to athletes to writers to video game lovers,
but somehow we all mesh.” (Peyton Smith
– sophomore)

“We arranged the furniture so people can
face each other. The fabrics and colors make
it feel homey.” (Mackenzie Taylor – junior)
Photograph by Elyse Horb

GraceOlson Hall

Photograph by Elyse Horb

“The guy who lived in this room before me cut out a carpet to fit the size of the room. The Snoopy puzzle makes
it feel more like home.” (Reece McCart – senior)

“Being on Sammy feels like being a part of something bigger than
myself, especially being on a floor with so much history (BroHo). Allfloor events are crazy fun for the same reason. It’s something you can’t
experience in many other areas of life.” (Matthew Storrer – senior)

Photograph by Elyse Horb

“America is my home.”
(Andrew Metz – sophomore)

Swallow Robin

“I lived all four years in Olson when I was a
student. The community greatly shaped my
life, as I was impacted by the variety of women. Now getting to be the assistant hall director of this dorm, I get to be a part of living life
with a hall of women who are on a journey
of finding their identity in Christ and what
this looks like.” (Lauren Bournique, Assistant
Hall Director)

“My favorite thing about Swallow Robin is the fact that it is such a tightknit community. I love that by the end of the year, every face and usually
every name is familiar. It creates a genuine family atmosphere among the
students to know that they are known. You can plan on a welcoming committee in the lobby every time you walk in.” (Anna Hertzler – sophomore)

“I love that Olson has such an encouraging, challenging and loving community that
desires to live each day out for Jesus to the
fullest.” (Nina Siems – sophomore)

Photograph by Elyse Horb

“We like feeling cozy in our movie area.
We like having the window clear—it
makes the room feel open and natural.” (Annika Noetzel – sophomore)

Photograph by Elyse Horb

“We both wanted a spot where people can come and sit
and hang out. People can see who’s in the room when
they walk by.” (Anna Hertzler – sophomore)

“Try something you’ve never done before, and
see how it goes.” Cameron Eckmann
How to College
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The freshman 10
What to know before your
freshman year at Taylor
Gabby Carlson

Life and Times Co-Editor

Use these freshman 10 to help you
keep off the freshman 15

How to college
A freshman guide to stepping
out of your comfort zone
Braden Ochs
Staff Writer

Let’s face it: the first few months
of freshman year can be exhausting. Moving your stuff into your
cramped dorm room and meeting
the people you have to live with all
year is rough. Every day is an eternity when you meet 568 different faces; when you have to be a part of 56
events; when all 568 people ask you
your name, grade, major and what
dorm you live in. It’s exciting, scary
and sometimes annoying. Two upperclassmen opened up about this
process and they have advice for
those who are experiencing Taylor
for the first time.

Cameron Eckmann
Junior, 4th Gerig
Cameron’s main way to step out of
his comfort zone was to do a social
experiment on himself. Coming from
the great state of Alaska, he didn’t
know anybody when he arrived. Cameron was nervous. According to him,
he had to play a saxophone solo on
the first day of Jazz Band. He said it
was not the easiest or most comfortable experience, but now, he is a recognized saxophone soloists in the TU
Jazz Band. He gives some advice on
how he managed this:
“Try something you’ve never done
before, and see how it goes.”
After this experience, Cameron

participated in Airband, small group
and even intramural dodgeball.
“It was fun to try new things and
meet new people, but don’t feel
like you need to press yourself and
meet everybody.”
We asked him what he wished he
realized if he was a freshman again:
“The other thing that I had wished
I’d known: deep relationships are a
product of time, and you can’t force it.

Luke Josten
Junior, 1st Breuninger
In high scho ol , Luke was
very reserved.
“Going to Taylor was initially very
nerve-wracking for me.”
The first couple of weeks didn’t
go so well for him. He didn’t enjoy college much, and he felt like he
was under a lot of pressure to get to
know everybody.
“After I got used to the community
and people I was around, I slowly got
into deeper relationships with people
and found deeper connections with
people I never thought I’d have.”
Luke also offered a solution of getting used to people around him and
making friendships easier:
“You will never enjoy everything
you try, but once you step out of your
comfort zone, like Airband, ‘Awk
Walk’ and different floor events, you
can learn a lot more about yourself
and what you can handle.”
We asked Luke if he had any
final advice for new freshmen
on campus:
“Find something you enjoy doing:

Echograms #TaylorU

1. Every other freshman on your
wing or floor is just as nervous
as you are. Don’t be afraid to
talk about it. Chances are,
they are having just as hard of
a time.
2. Getting involved with others
on your wing/floor is key. If you
decide later you don’t like everything you try, cut back on
them. At least you’ve made some
friends in the process!
3. If someone asks you to go on a
midnight donut run with them,
GO! No matter what curfew you
had in high school, you don’t
have one here! If it conflicts
with a big test, paper or interview, use discretion, but midnight runs are where memories
are made.
4. Problems with your roommate

I enjoy League of Legends, for instance. I was able to play with other
people and find those friendships.”
These two juniors have loved their
experiences here at Taylor. It may
have been difficult to fit in at first,
but they both quickly found friendships and discovered what they
were good at. There is room for

5.

6.

7.

8.

are like death and taxes, so
talk to them about what is
bothering you. Living in a
room where awkward silence
is dominant is worse than just
being honest.
You don’t have enough time
or access to enough available
washing machines to do laundry constantly. Every two weeks
is plenty.
It is crucial to find a church
you really like and stay there.
This may be hard during
the first semester because
you don’t have a car, but it
is so fulfilling to be a part
of a church body that you
have chosen.
Watch how much you eat in the
DC. It’s easy to eat chicken, fries,
soft serve and two bowls of cereal when you’re chatting. The
freshman 15 is real!
Go to class! Taylor is small
and professors really do notice
when you don’t show up. This
isn’t high school; professors

will not give you makeup work.
They aren’t afraid to fail you for.
Give them reasons to like you
and it could come in handy
with recommendations in the
future.
9. Keep in touch with people
from home, but know that no
matter how many times you
claim it, things won’t be the
same. Learn to accept that and
your old friends will as well.
It’s okay.
10. Enjoy being a freshman! It’s
the one year of college you get
to take easier classes and stay
out until all hours most school
nights and weekends, so make
the most of it.
echo@taylor.edu

friendships and talent, and the student body hopes to spread that testimony. The first part of freshman
year can be hard for most, but once
you dive into it, it could be the most
wonderful experience of your life.
echo@taylor.edu
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Hiding in your comfort zone can prevent
you from making great friends.

Photograph by Elyse Horb

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
LoganJEvans @
 LoganJEvans
It’s almost time for the third
annual “Fit all this in that car”
games. #college #tayloru

Photograph by Elyse Horb

Top: Stepping out of your comfort zone is easy with Taylor students kindness.
Bottom: Cameron finds being himself is the best way to college.

Jesslyn Ridge @
 jess_ridge7
I love when tornadoes are headed
right toward me... #upland
#tayloru
Lauren Huﬀman @laurenhuﬀman
Welcome weekend tips: if you
can’t remember the name of the
girl you just met, there’s a 50%
chance that it’s either Hannah/
Rachel #tayloru
Cat Allocco @catallocco
Well, my parents just left me and
I barely know how to pump gas
SOS send help #tayloru
Megan Fettner @megan_fettner
Just heard a Polar Pop
commercial. I miss #tayloru
and Indiana. #megtakesFL
#sunshinestate
Breanna Bartlett @College_EQ17
I’ve seen three cars with Missouri
plates here in Upland and I can’t
say how happy that makes me.”
#tayloru
Sean McKee @sean_mckee_
The only Pokemon gym on
#tayloru campus is a mystic gym…
that’s gonna change once I move
in… and get better Pokemon
#pokemongo

@gabbytrudeau Just another classic #tayloru night spent
dodging tornadoes with some board members in the pantry
and polishing silverware with president L. Haines #squad

@drewmoser If I have to be stuck in a basement during
tornado warnings this is a great space to be in and
a great crew to be with. #tornado #tayloru

Cassidy Grom @CassidyGrom
Airband = Olympic Opening
Ceremony #tayloru

A&E

Through her artwork, Spransy displays the
tiniest particles and “iotas” God could have
used to create the universe.
More than an IOTA

TheEchoNews.com

Films win big over summer

Taylor’s film department
takes home multiple
awards this summer
Laura Koenig

both The Hoosierdance Film Festi- and then reprint them in the hallval and the Hobnobben Film Festival way,” Bruner said. “It’s such a blessin Fort Wayne, Indiana, selected the ing to work with students who are of
film to screen. Yoder and Assistant this caliber and who do such amazProfessor of Film and Media Produc- ing work. Just to be able to shepherd
tion, Kathy Bruner, attended Hob- them through the documentary filmA&E Editor
nobben and spoke at a roundtable making process is a great privilege
Summer usually leaves the past discussion about filmmaking.
for me.”
school year behind, preparing a clean
“The Glassmakers: Exploring an InAlong with these three films from
slate for the next few months. But for diana Tradition,” produced by senior Taylor’s Documentary Filmmaking
a group of Taylor film students, this Elyse Horb, Hanson Reed (’16) and A.J. class, “The Unknown Country,” prosummer brought awards and recog- Abolg (’16), took the win in the long duced by Alex Cook (‘15), Jonathan
nition for their hard work during the form category over two films from Ball Eshleman (‘15), Erin Fuhr (‘15), Mike
State University.
2015-16 school year.
Metzler (‘15), Conor Olstad (‘15) and
A group of film students started
“It’s been an amazing summer to Austin Hable (‘15) won Best Student
their summer by receiving nom- have all of these recognitions and to Film at The Hoosierdance Film Fesinations for student production go back now and be able to add those tival. This film was created in Assisawards given by an Emmy organi- award laurels to all these posters tant Professor John Bruner’s narrative
zation. Three films were nominated
by the Lower Great Lakes Chapter
of the National Association of Television Arts and Sciences. The films
were placed in two different categories: student arts and entertainment
and student long form.
“When the Game Changes: A Playbook for Perseverance,” created by Abbie Brewer (’16), Ashley Young (’16)
and senior Jamie Bell, won first place
in the arts and entertainment category.
Their film tells the story of an athlete
returning to play football after an accident that immobilized his arm.
Their production also won top
student film at the International
Christian Visual Media conference
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and screened
at The Hoosierdance Film Festival in Kokomo, Indiana, and The
Northam Film and Music Festival
in Columbus, Ohio.
“I’m really blown away at the amount
of attention our film has received over
the last couple of months,” Bell said,
reflecting on the nine festivals that selected to screen their film. “It feels really good to see people respond in such
a positive way to this film, especially
with the amount of time and effort we
put into making it.”
The other arts and entertainment
nominee was “The Blue Flash: A
Midwest Coaster Story,” produced
by David Stallard (‘16) and seniors
Photograph provided by Jamie Bell
Austin Yoder and Daniel Ford. Even
Ashley Young (’16) and Abbie Brewer (’16) showing off their
though they did not receive a top
award given by the an Emmy organization.
award from the Emmy Organization,

More than an IOTA

Metcalf ’s first art
exhibit of the year
Grace Hooley
Staff Writer

As anxious students begin this
year’s journey into Taylor’s community, curious eyes turn to the
Metcalf Gallery. Among the boxes,
clothing, decorations and greetings,
Metcalf kicked off the semester with
a Linnea Spransy art exhibit.
From August 24 to September 30,
Monday through Friday, the exhibit
will be available for viewing in the
Metcalf Gallery.
Spransy’s theme is IOTA, referring to Matthew 5:18 which highlights how not one tiny letter or
pen stroke will leave the “Law”
until everything is fulfilled.

filmmaking class in spring of 2015.
Reflecting on this summer’s accomplishments, Kathy Bruner referred
back to Genesis 1:1. “In the beginning,
God created . . .” The film and media
department tries to follow God’s footsteps as they shoot, edit and engage in
the creative process.
“(The awards are) a testimony to
God’s faithfulness and his blessing
upon these students and their program but really on their storytelling
abilities,” Kathy Bruner said. “The
Lord’s given those to them and then
we cultivate them while they’re here.
We just try to make sure that we give
the glory back to God.”
echo@taylor.edu
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A&E Events
Joshua Medcalf
Author and Speaker
7 p.m. Monday, Aug 29
Rediger Chapel
IOTA: Linnea Spransy
August 24- September 30
Metcalf Gallery

Film. Art. Music.
Theatre. Writing.

Know about an event? Want
others to know too?
Put your event on the
A&E page! Email
laura_koenig@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Kathy Bruner

Photograph provided by Kathy Bruner

Top: Senior Elyse Horb, Hanson Reed (’16), Abbie Brewer (’16), Ashley Young
(’16) and Assistant Professor Kathy Bruner show off their new awards.
Bottom: Senior Austin Yoder and Assistant Professor Kathy Bruner
enjoy the Hobnobben Film Festival in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

idea of the professional caliber of
artists they are being exposed to.”
Spransy will give a lecture on
her artwork on September 8 at 6
p.m. There will also be a recepThrough her artwork, Spransy dis- director and professor for print, tion. Anyone who misses the explays the tiniest particles and “io- drawing and painting classes, cu- hibit is welcome to view it on
tas” God could have used to create rated the exhibit. Dittenber and
the universe. She pulls from Eastern Josh Welker, sculpture professor,
and Western cultures to accomplish asked Spransy to come create the
this theme in her exhibit.
first professional exhibit for the
semester. They plan to have three
professional exhibits this semester
“I would hope that (the exhibit)
and one in February.
Spransy attended Yale and rewould give them an idea of the
ceived
her master’s degree in fine
professional caliber of artists
arts in 2001. The artist’s work has
they are being exposed to.”
been displayed throughout the
United States, including in New York
City, London and Dundee, Scotland.
“ This one (exhibit) is a little She is currently living and working
unique,” said Kim Hapner, art in Los Angeles. Spransy also started
department program assistant, an art organization there, which inreferring to the early opening cludes international artists, a studio
of the exhibit for Taylor’s Col- program and a gallery.
league’s College.
Hapner said, “I would hope that
Suzann e D itt enb er, galler y (the exhibit) would give them an

the Gallery Blog at http://metcalfgallery.taylor.edu.
More of Spransy’s biography and
work can be found at http://www.
linneagabriella.com/.
echo@taylor.edu

One of the pieces created by artist Linnea Spransy.

Professor Suzanne Dittenber carefully curated IOTA.

Photograph by Hannah Bolds
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A sneak peak of the art displayed in Metcalf.

Photograph by Hannah Bolds

Photograph by Hannah Bolds

OPINIONS

But these are the moments where true
relational wealth and trust are formed.
Flourishing friendships
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Habits for success
Takeaways from
International Student
Orientation
Luke A. Wildman
Opinions Editor

We pulled into a campus of warm
brick buildings and large swaths
of grass, all bathed in the Indiana
sunshine. Despite the pleasant
day, my stomach churned. This
was college. After 19 years of living in West Africa, I was at a new
school, in a new country, on a new
continent. With new people. That
was the really scary part—the
strangers, all around me, hemming in my introvert personality.
O u r v a n w h i ske d p a st pi n e
trees and park b ench es as we
fol lowed th e card b o ard signs
that point ed to Int ernational
Student Orientation (I.O.). We
parked by the chapel’s curbside,
w h ere se veral stud ent v olunteers waved and greeted us.
That was the start of my International Student Orientation
experience—a week of “cultural
adjustment,” icebreaker activities
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and getting to know a campus
that I first thought absurdly complicated , much to my current
embarrassment. Hey, there was
construction at the time.
To be perfectly honest, a lot of
that week is a blur in my memory. Not because it wasn’t helpful,
but because there were so many
activities, so much adjustment
and so many people. It was overwhelming, frankly. Part of that is
just the normal beginning of college. However, many of the habits
students form during orientation
will stick with them throughout
their time at Taylor. So let’s examine some of the habits I.O. helps
students form.

1. Meet everyone.
At I.O., the whole point is to
make friends and inf luence people—erm, meet people, I mean.
Really, this is important. Many
I.O. friendships have stayed with
me throughout my entire college career. Those friends have
walked with me, wept with me
and grown with me. However,
at I.O., you’re also encouraged
to “put yourself out there” and
to meet everyone. This is valuable, but it’s also worth realizing
that once you enter the day-today life of college, that’s actually impossible, especially for
an introvert like me. And if you
stretch yourself too thin, your
relationships probably won’t run
as deep.

2. Be involved in every activity.
At orientation, you’re supposed
to show up to every event. I certainly don’t want to encourage
skipping things, as many of those
events are truly fun and helpful.
However, you can’t do everything
during college. Once the school
year starts, it’s worth taking time
to slow down, walk in the woods
and read a book or drink coffee
with a friend—even if you have to
miss occasional pick-a-dates, or,
LTC forbid, Airband.
Provided by Mindy Wildman

3. Learn the culture and introduce
people to yours.
This is a positive aspect of orientation. Various panels introduce students to the culture of
the American Midwest, including
customs like offering to pay for
your driver’s gas money. Through
various games and activities, students teach one another about
th eir h om e culture s. A s y ou
adapt to Taylor, it’s important to
remember that the Midwest has
something to offer you, and you
have something to offer the Midwest. Don’t be ashamed of where
you come from.
4. Reach out to people.
During I.O., students meet Taylor staff, international students,
third culture kids and other members of the community. These

Integrating into community is the first step in the college adventure.

people want to be there for you.
Let them. Find a regular mentor—something I’m still actively
trying to do. Start good conversations with people throughout
your time at Taylor, and tell them
about the struggles and joys of
college and life.

5. Find balance.
Here’s an extremely valuable
takeaway from I.O.: college is a
balancing act. Events and academics. Personal time and social life.
You have to manage your priorities, which will feel overwhelming.
Fortunately, you have four years
to do this. If that doesn’t feel like
enough, we’re all lifelong students,
as our professors and parents so
often remind us.

Remember the lessons you
learned and the contacts you made
during I.O. Consider your habits
and judge for yourself whether
they’re sustainable during college.
Choose where you commit. And,
most of all, give yourself time to adjust to this new culture, new school
and these new experiences. No one
expects you to have it figured out.
So take a deep breath and relax.
Welcome to Taylor.
echo@taylor.edu

Flourishing friendships
Friends shine flashlights
into our lives
Jessie Stover
Contributor

At Taylor you will experience four
years—maybe fewer—hearing some
keywords over and over again. You
will speak “right relationship,” “flourishing” and “intentional community” in your sleep. And while these
words will be made fun of or used in
a sarcastic manner by someone on
your floor, there is truth to be found
in them.

Honestly, at Taylor, I’ve
made better friendships
with people who aren’t like
me than with people who
agree with me constantly.
When I was a freshman, I entered
Taylor’s loop with fear and anticipation. I wanted to belong, I didn’t know
if anyone would understand me and
I didn’t know anyone. I sought peers
who shared my interests. I found
floormates who liked the same movies and music. We talked about DC
food and where we sat in class. But
all of those nervous jitters and similar interests were masks, keeping us
distanced from each other and the
meaningful friendships we wanted
to cultivate.
Honestly, at Taylor, I’ve made better friendships with people who aren’t
like me than with people who agree
with me constantly. I found friends
who challenge me, who give me a
new understanding of what friendship means. Because sometimes,
friendship means stopping your naturally chatty self and helping draw
out a quiet person. Sometimes it
means avoiding easy-to-work-with
people and unlocking the desires of
the class grouch. Sometimes you just

have to meet someone at the Jumping Bean who looks like he has it all
together, but deep beneath his overachieving attitude is the fact that he
is overwhelmed and failing every
class. Sometimes your roommate is
going through a huge family crisis and
she isn’t sure if she believes or trusts
God anymore.
These are tough situations. But
these are the moments where true relational wealth and trust are formed.
It isn’t always easy and comfortable,
but it isn’t supposed to be. This is
where you chose to spend four years
of your life, and this is what you are
meant to be doing. This is where value comes from.
To give insight into a real friendship, I’ll share what I know. I’ve come
across friends who are marvelous listeners. They smile and nod encouragingly as I tell them about my week.
They listen to my deep hurts and frus-

their own flashlights that come in the
form of voices reminding me that it is
worth my time to try again.
So while you’re here for the next
four years, and you hear “intentional
community” and other keywords, and
you’re contemplating writing them
off, remember this: the friendships
that consist of pick-a-dates, Ivanhoe’s
runs and random trips to Love’s are
big college milestones and memories,
but they will eventually end.
You will remember the moment
when you watched your floormate
cry about her struggles or you were
put in a place where you had to be
open and vulnerable for the first time
in your life. When someone else was
softened by your words . . . . These are
the memories that live on. They become friendships that no one is going to forget.
echo@taylor.edu

I value my friends’
companionship because
they have triumped and
struggled with me.
trations with life. But they don’t stop
there. They stand out from the wallpaper and give me a much needed
hug. They inspire me to dream. I’m
talking change-the-world dreaming!
They tell me to push past my fears
and delve into the wild pursuits that
I wouldn’t dare venture into without
support and possibly a flashlight.
These friends tell it to me straight
when I need to think beyond my little bubble of understanding, but they
speak in the kindest ways because
they love me and would never shut
me down.
I value my friends’ companionship because they have triumphed
and struggled with me. But even in
those dark places, my friends bring

Provided by Jessie Stover

The finest friendships are often unexpected.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you
youopinionated?
opinionated?
Join
campus
discussion
by submitting
yourletter-to-the-editor
own letter-to-the-editor
to
Are
Join
thethe
campus
discussion
by submitting
your own
to
luke_wildman@taylor.edu
by Wednesday
5 p.m.
Please
keepcount
the word
count words.
to 500-700 words.
liz_syson@taylor.edu by Wednesday
at 5 p.m.at
Please
keep
the word
to 500-700

TROJAN NATION

“I think we have more experience now—we have had
a full year to improve. And also, we have a freshman
class that is really going to make an impact.”
Trojans aiming for successful season
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PREVIEW

Football
Schedule

8/27 Davenport (A) 12:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Soccer
Schedule

Kyle Gould takes over the helm of the athletic department this year.

Photography provided by TU Sports Information Department

Good as Gould

Taylor alum and
head baseball coach
named new AD
Lincoln Reed
Staff Writer

Skip Trudeau, vice president for student development, and Taylor University named Kyle Gould (’02) as
the new athletics director (AD) on
June 14. Gould has worked as Taylor’s head baseball coach for the past
12 years and will continue in his role
as head coach during his time as
athletics director.
Gould entered the position after
Angie Fincannon stepped down from
athletics director in 2015 and interim
AD Amy Stucky fulfilled the position
during the 2015-16 academic year.
Gould’s competitive nature, spiritual perspective and proven success
within Taylor’s athletics department
helped distinguish him from the
other candidates.
“He knows us really well,” Trudeau
said. “He had the best combination

of personality, skills and knowledge
(of all the candidates). He’s doing a
great job.”
Gould is a Taylor alum and played
baseball and football during his undergraduate at Taylor from 1998–
2002. After graduating, he worked
as the assistant baseball coach in
2003 before taking the helm as head
coach in 2004.
During his 12 seasons, Gould led
Trojan baseball to seven Crossroads League Championships. In
addition to league championships,
Gould earned Crossroads League
Coach of the Year five times in the
last seven seasons. He holds a career record of 398–236 (.628) as the
head coach and has taken the Trojans to the NAIA National Tournament five times.
“Kyle is not afraid to tackle anything,” Trudeau said. “He’s willing to
take on big projects and I think as he
emerges into this position we’ll see
a vision emerge that will align very
well with both our academic and our
non-academic programming.”

8/27 Robert Morris (A) 5:00 P.M.
9/1 Judson 7:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Tennis
Schedule

8/26 Lawrence Tech 2:00 P.M.
8/27 Marian Doubles Tournament (A) 9:00 A.M.
8/30 Bethel (A) 2:30 P.M.
9/1 Saint Francis (A) 3:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Women’s Soccer

“Kyle is not afraid
to tackle anything.
He’s willing to take
on big projects
and I think as he
emerges into this
position we’ll see
a vision emerge
that will align very
well with both
our academic and
our non-academic
programming.”

but also finished seventh among Schedule
8/27 Roosevelt (A) 1:00 P.M.
all NAIA baseball programs with a _____________________________________
team GPA of 3.33.
Since the 2004–2005 academic Women’s Tennis
year, Gould has served as assistant
athletics director and tackled differ- Schedule
8/26 Lawrence Tech 2:00 P.M.
ent leadership responsibilities within 8/27 Marian Doubles Tournament (A) 10:00 A.M.
Bethel (A) 2:30 P.M.
the department. Gould plans to use 8/30
9/1 Earlham (A) 4:00 P.M.
his experience in Taylor’s athletics
department and baseball program
to further the university’s goals for
its student athletes.
The Echo Sports
“I would like to see us continue
with the mission we have,” Gould
said. “I’d like to see us focus on the
development of our student athletes—and that would encompass
the spiritual (and) the social—to
assist in the academic process and
certainly the athletic.”
The 2016-2017 academic year
Gould enters the position of AD af- marks Gould’s 13th season leading
ter his efforts in 2016 led the Trojans Taylor’s baseball program and his
to a program record of 40 wins in a first as the head of athletics.
single season, a Crossroads League
“. . .There are good days ahead for
Championship and NAIA National intercollegiate athletics at Taylor,”
Tournament birth. Gould’s squad Trudeau said.
not only succeeded on the field
echo@taylor.edu

Trojans aiming for
successful season

Strong senior class
looks to lead the
Trojans on the court

Will Schaufelberger
Contributor

Everyone knows what tennis is but
only the dedicated follow it. This accurately describes Taylor University’s
brand of tennis, as students may not
perceive it to be one of the more popular sports on campus. Despite this,
Taylor men’s tennis has become one
of the most consistent athletic programs Taylor has to offer.
Taylor men’s tennis has been
around since 1933 and was one of
the first sports teams at Taylor. But
only more recently has the men’s tennis team taken steps toward being
one of the most successful teams
at Taylor.
Between 2006 and 2013, Taylor
men’s tennis posted six consecutive
winning seasons and two conference
championships with a combined record of 67–32. The Trojans have been
down the last few seasons, but things
are looking up after they began improving this past season.
“I think we can be really competitive in the conference this season
because we did not lose any starters,” senior and co-captain Jon Forte
said. “I think we have more experience now—we have had a full year
to improve. And also, we have a
freshman class that is really going
to make an impact.”
The Trojans have a chance to
make their season count in the
Crossroads League this fall. For

Forte and fellow seniors Chris Robbins, Juan Ramirez and Ruben Bedon, it is their last chance to play
at the collegiate level.
Although players move on after
their four years at Taylor, one thing
has been a constant for quite some
time—Don Taylor, who has been the
men’s tennis head coach at Taylor
for 21 years. Coach Taylor’s philosophies have stayed constant throughout his time with the team and have
molded his players into better men
both on and off the court.
“My time with Coach Taylor thus
far has been great,” senior co-captain
Chris Robbins said. “He knows the
game of tennis extremely well, and it
has been great learning from a man
who values hard work and is a real
man of integrity and of God.”
Forte said Coach Taylor leads team
devotions and meetings, while also
training players on the field. If players are working hard, Forte said,
Coach Taylor will notice it. Coach
Taylor said he has thoroughly enjoyed his time coaching at Taylor,
which is a big reason why players
have gotten so much out of their four
years of tennis.
“It has been a great experience
coaching at a Christian college where
I can express and live my faith,” Taylor
said. “It has also been great coaching
young men who want to live and compete in a Christian community with a
Christian leader.”
Coach Taylor is the life and face
of the program, dedicating a significant amount of time both in and out
of season to develop the program to
where it is now. He has also helped

Trojan Trivia

What was the football team’s record in 2015?
A. 6–4
B. 7–3
C. 5–5
D. 4–6
Check back next week for the answer!

raise funding for spring break trips
and other activities for the team,
said assistant coach and former
player John Noble.
Taylor tennis focuses on pushing
players out of their comfort zone,
being mentally tough, stressing the
importance of teamwork and challenging players to become friends
with their teammates off the court.
The men’s tennis team is focused
on winning matches and becoming
better tennis players. However, that
is not its main objective. Its ultimate
goal is to serve others and become
better men of Christ.
“Taylor tennis has taught me about
looking beyond myself and looking
to a common goal of a whole team,”
Forte said, “Putting myself last and
putting my team first, and saying,
‘Hey, I want to give everything I have
even if I do not get to start,’ because
that is what I believe it means to be
a man of integrity.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by TU Sports Information Department

Senior and co-captain Chris Robbins hopes to lead the
men’s tennis team to a successful season.

Athlete of the Week

Kyle Windebank

Kyle Windebank
Card #0

Be the ﬁrst to collect the entire set and submit it to THE ECHO at
the end of the year to win a complete set signed by the athletes!
Photograph by Fayth Glock

Year

Senior

Hometown

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Position

Wide receiver

Favorite quote

“We can do no great things, only small
things with great love.” – Mother Teresa

Funniest teammate

Logan Ball

Favorite pump up song

“You’ve Got a Friend”
by James Taylor

